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facebook webpage 

Our Ormiston set up 2014 

Our team at Harmony Day 

L-R Darcy, Lyn, Neil and Dawn 
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A WEE BIT O’ SCOTLAND 
    RADIO 4EBFM 98.1             

2.15 -4.30 PM  THURSDAY 

   GLOBAL Digital Radio 

2.00 – 3.00 PM SUNDAY 

The Scottish Banner                              
The Largest Scottish Newspaper                                     

In the World outside Scotland                         

A’Bhratach Albanach                                                   

SEAN CAIRNEY, Australian Editor                                  

PO Box 6202 Marrickville South,                                         

NSW 2204 Australia                                                          

Ph: (+61) 02 9559 6348 M: 0405 123 672                      

Fax: (+61)  02 8079 6671                                                   

E: info@scottishbanner.com                                          

W: www.scottishbanner.com 

ST KILDA RETAIL AUSTRALIA.                                       

Karen Manger   Kilt Maker                                                  

166 Glebe Rd,    Booval Qld 4304                                       

Ph (07) 3282 0031  Mob: 0414 265 058                    

Web: www.allthingstartan.com.au                                 

Email: kiltmaker@bigpond.com.au 

TARTAN  DAY SPONSOR                                                              

Mobile 0418 151 508                                                                            

Real Estate BUSINESS SALES NETWORK                                      

Ian Campbell Business Broker                                                        

16 Horan Street , West End 4101                                                        

FAX (O7) 3846 1754  A/H (07) 3359 8195                                             

Email; broker@big.net.au                                                                  

Business sales, appraisals & listings 

Original & Only                                        

Official 

Scottish Terrier 

Mascots                    

In Australia 

Available for visits to   

Appropriate functions  

Contact 

Beril Murray 

Email:scottiedogmascots@aussie-scots.org.au 

Mob: 0408 874 634  

TARTAN DAY BAND  

“Scotch on the Rocks” 

Contact:  Brian Bisset  (07) 3298 6538 

                   Mob: 0412 572 040 

No. of Players :         Three 

Instruments: Keyboard, Accordion, Percussion and 

Vocals 
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Clan Donald Society of Queensland 

www.clandonaldqld.org  

clandonaldqld@optusnet.com.au  

Clan Fraser society of Australia 

www.clanfraser.org.au                                                  

e-mail: clanfraser@gmail.com 

Clan Lamont Society of Australia                                  
Web:     Clan Lamont Society of Australia 

Facebook :  Lamont Clan Society of Australia        

email:                           jjburden@westnet.com.au  

Clan Thompson  

Www.clanthompson.org 

Email: Ernestt481@optusnet.com.au  

http://www.clandonaldqld.org
mailto:clandonaldqld@optusnet.com.au
http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=clan%20lamont%20australia&source=web&cd=16&cad=rja&sqi=2&ved=0CHkQFjAP&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.clanlamontsocietyofaustralia.org%2F&ei=fzEfUeqyMMvFkQXNhIH4AQ&usg=AFQjCNG7EAkreY3GZPUrT2qg4p8HvqwGuQ
https://www.facebook.com/#!/groups/109689763970/
mailto:ernestt481@optusnet.com.au
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MARCH 30TH SAW US AT ORMISTON ONCE AGAIN. AS ALWAYS A GREAT DAY. KATHLEEN PROCTER-MOORE WAS IN  

PERFECT PITCH AS USUAL AND HER WONDERFUL VOICE RANG CLEARLY ACROSS THE GROUNDS OF ORMISTON. SO  

REFRESHING. THE SCOTTY DOGS DID THEIR OUTSTANDING TURNS. THE CONTRY DANCER WERE IN FINE FETTLE AND THE  

PIPERS GOT THE ATTENTION OF ALL. ANOTHER WONDERFUL DAY AND ALL PERFORMERS COULD NOT BE FAULTED.  

CAN’T  WAIT TIL NEXT YEAR. 

 

MARCH 15TH FOUND THE MADDOCK CLAN FLOUNDERING AROUND IN UNCHARTERED WATERS. “SPRINGFIELD” AS USUAL  

AVOIDING TOLL ROADS WAS THE PRIORITY AND ANYTHING THAT POINTED TO LOGAN MOTORWAY WAS AVOIDED. WE 

FOUND AN EXIT THAT APPEARED TO GET US IN THE RIGHT DIRECTION HAVING A SNAP SHOT OF THE AREA COURTESY OF 

GOOGLE EARTH PLUS GPS. HUH! TWO IDENTICAL ROAD SET UPS FOR TWO SHOPPING CENTRES A COUPLE OF K APART. IST 

SHOPPING CENTRE GOT DIRECTIONS THAT WOULD HAVE TAKEN US WELL TO THE NORTH OF WHERE WE NEEDED TO GO. 

WENT SOUTHWEST INSTEAD ON A WINDING ROAD BESIDE A SCENIC LAKE WHICH EVENTUALLY GOT US INTO THE AREA 

WE NEEDED AND FLYER INSTRUCTIONS LED US TO A ROAD BLOCKED BY STAINLESS STEEL BOLLARDS.  WE ASKED PEOPLE 

COMING OUT OF A BUSH TRAIL INTO A ROUGH DIRT CAR PARK IF THEY KNEW WHERE HARMONY DAY WAS BEING HELD. 

THE POINTED BACK ALONG THE TRACK THAT EVEN A HUMMER WOULD BAULK AT. “ALONG THERE” AFTER A COUPLE OF 

DEAD ENDS WE FINALLY ARRIVED AT OUR TENT SITE ONLY ONE AND A HALF HOURS AFTER THE INTENDED ARRIVAL. 

 THE DAY WAS VERY GOOD AND THE VARIOUS CULTURES DID DO SOME VERY GOOD DISPLAYS WHICH WE ENJOYED 

THOUGH A COUPLE OF THE “MODERN” BITS HAD ME WISHING I WAS SOMEWHERE ELSE. A MASSED PIPE BAND WOULD 

HAVE BEEN QUIETER AND CERTAINLY MORE TUNEFUL.  A GOOD DAY OVERALL THOUGH. 

PACKING UP BEGAN AT 8PM AND I WAS DREADING FINDING MY WAY THROUGH THE NIGHTMARE OF SPAGHETTI JUNC-

TION TWISTS AND TURNS. EXCEPT FOR HAVING TO GO AROUND A ROUNDABOUT ONE AND A QUARTER TIMES I FLUKED 

MY WAY OUT TO THE MILDER NORTHERN ROUTES. 

OUR ACTIVITIES 

IT WOULD BE A BRAVE LADDIE WHO WOULD GIVE CHEEK TO THESE WIGSTOWNSHIRE LASSIES 
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Women Warriors in Scotland  

In 1297 the Countess of Ross led her own troops during William Wallace 
and Andrew de Moray's battles with the English.   

"Isobel, Countess of Buchan: (A.D. 1296-1358) Isobel MacDuff left her husband, the Earl of Buchan (Taking the finest warhorses 
with her), to fight for the Bruce, a cause of which her husband did not approve. The earl went as far as to issue a warrant for 
her death. Captured by Edward and taken to England, the countess of Buchan was imprisoned in a small cage for four years. 
She afterwards retired to convent life."  

"Isabelle of England: (A.D. 1285?-1313?) Daughter of Phillippe le Bel of France, wife of Edward II of England. She took up arms 
against her husband and his supporters. When Edward III came to the throne, he forced Isabelle to flee to Scotland, where, 
during the ensuing war, she travelled with a defending troop of like-spirited women including two sisters of Nigel and Robert 
Bruce (Christian, Lady Bruce and Isobel, Countess of Buchan). Against this troop of noblewomen, Edward issued a formal pro-
scription. He did capture several and imprison them. Isabelle he forced to retire to a convent life lest she try further con-
quests."  

"Christian, Lady Bruce: Sister of Robert I. During the Wars of Independence and the reign of Edward I, Lady Bruce defended 
Kildrummy Castle when it was besieged by David of Strathbogie, who served English interests.  

Lilliard led the Scots at the Battle of Ancrum in 1545 She killed the English commander but was killed herself later in the battle.  

"Black Agnes: Lady Agnes Randolph (A.D. 1300?-
1369?), wife of Patrick the fourth earl of Dunbar 
and the second earl of March. In her youth, she 
fought for the Bruce, but is better remembered 
for the later defence of her castle. In 1334, Black 
Agnes daughter of the great Randolf, earl of 
Moray, successfully held her castle at Dunbar 
against the besieging forces of England's earl of 
Salisbury for over five months, despite the unu-
sual number of engineers and elaborate equip-
ment brought against her. After each assault on 
her fortress, her maids dusted the merlins and 
crenels, treating her foes and the dreadful siege 
as a tiresome jest. 
She is celebrated in a folk song attributed to 
Salisbury: 
"She kept a stir in tower and trench, 
That brawling, boisterous Scottish wench, 
Came I early, came I late 
I found Agnes at the gate."  

The Scots army which marched on Newcastle in 1644 during the English Civil War is reported to have included women regular 
soldiers.  

Jean (Jenny) Cameron of Glendessary raised 300 men and led them to the raising of the Jacobite standard in Scotland on 19th 
August 1745  

Lady Lude fired the first shot of the Jacobite attack on Blair Castle, Scotland. This was her own family home and had been 
taken over by the Hanoverians.  
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Marriage Customs in Scotland  

Prophecies: Although most people married locally, young people learned from an early age how to foretell who their marriage 
partner would be or what he/she would be like. For example, by paring an apple so that the skin comes off in one length. As the 
clock strikes twelve, it was swung round the head and thrown over the left shoulder. When it landed it would form the first letter 
of the name of the future spouse. Also, two nuts were burnt in a fire - if they burnt quietly all would be well, if they exploded and 
burst, true love would be hard to find.  

Valentine Dealing: On 14 February an equal number of male and female names were written on bits of paper and placed in separate 
hats. Each person drew out a name from the appropriate hat. Whoever became paired, were sweethearts for the following year. 
The modern custom of sending Valentine cards stems from this. Modern envelopes have "Postman, postman, do not tarry, take this 
to the girl I'll marry" and "SWALK" (sealed with a loving kiss) and/or HOLLAND (how our love lasts and never dies) written on them. 
Since we no longer use sealing wax to keep the flap in place, these cryptic messages were written across the place where the flap 
was sealed at the back of the envelope.   

"Winching" and "Courting":  Walking out was a popular activity for the young men and women in towns. They would gradually pair 
off and when they became betrothed, they stood on opposite sides of a burn, dipped their hands in the water and joined hands.  

Bundling: The custom of bundling was found in many parts of the country but was particularly prevalent in Orkney (perhaps be-
cause of the long, dark, cold winter nights). The courting couple were encouraged to share a bed - but they were fully clothed and 
the boy was sewn into bolster cover! The idea was to allow the couple to talk and get to know each other but in the safe (and 
warm) confines of the girl's house.   

 Name Carving: Initials were often carved on tree trunks or on stones. Some of these bridal stones still exist.  

 Bottom Drawer and Dowries:  A bride was expected to have a collection of bed-linen, blankets, table linen and bedroom furnish-
ings to take to her new home. The father was also expected to provide a dowry - perhaps a few cattle or sheep or money. Lairds 
often went into debt to provide their daughters with a good dowry (especially if it was the dowry which made the girl attractive!)   

  Leap Year: It is said that in the 11th century Queen Margaret introduced the custom of allowing girls to ask the boy to marry her 
on 29 February in a leap year. It evolved later that if the boy refused, he had to buy her a dress and kid gloves instead!   

Minimum Age:    Until 1929, a girl could legally get married at the age of 12 or above and a boy at 14 though marriage at such a 
young age was extremely rare. In 1929 the age was raised to 16. However, in Scotland no parental consent is required from that 
age, whereas in England the consent of parents was (and is) required until the age of 18. This resulted in young English couples 
coming to Scotland if they were unable to get their parents' permission. Since the first town of any size over the Scottish/English 
border was Gretna Green, this became a frequent place for the marriage to take place. The perpetuation of the tradition of the 
local blacksmith there carrying out a form of wedding ceremonies added to the romance. The graphic shows the old blacksmith's 
shop in Gretna Green. There are now over 4,000 weddings a year at Gretna in Scotland's "wedding capital" which has now become 
a popular tourist attraction even for those not getting married.   

 Banns:  Announcing the intended wedding in the kirk was known as "crying the banns" or "crying siller". For some time now, in an 
increasingly secular society, notices of marriage can also be displayed at the office of the Registrar. This has to be done at least 15 
days in advance of the wedding and not more than three months ahead. Such a notice was displayed outside Dornoch Cathedral 15 
days before the marriage of Madonna and Guy Ritchie in December 2000.  

 Show of Presents:    Friends and relatives provided presents to help the intending couple to set up home. There was a "show of 
presents" when everyone came to see what they had received. This was a particularly West of Scotland/Glasgow custom though in 
Moray it was also found and there it was called "bucking".  

 Rings:  The ring on the third finger of the left hand goes back to Greek and Roman times when they thought the ring finger was 
connected to the heart via a nerve. But rings were banned in Scotland after the Reformation in the 16th century as being a Popish 
relic. But the custom came back again in the 17th century. The wearing of wedding rings by men is a relatively recent innovation 
becoming more popular in the second half of the 20th century.   

Wedding Cake: This was once a "bridescake" (a sort of shortbread) baked by the bride's mother. A piece was broken over the bride's head - if it 
broke into small pieces, the marriage would be fruitful. Recipes were no doubt modified to ensure this happened! The custom of both bride 
and groom cutting the cake is recent - it used to be just the bride. Everyone got a piece of cake and also sending a piece of cake to all who had 
given a present became the norm. When the more modern, fruit-cake covered in icing style of cake came into fashion, it was customary to 
have small trinkets inside so guests had to watch carefully as they ate!  



The ‘SOUNDS of                        

SCOTLAND’and‘IRELAND’.                                                         

on THURSDAY evening                                                                  

Burnett River Radio 91.5FM                                                      

7pm to 9pm                                                                                  

Broadcasting to Gayndah and                                                       

the Central Burnett                                                  

Stn Ph (07) 4140 8915 

 HEATHER                       
MIXTURE                          

RADIO 99 FM                                                         

Lawrie Whitson                                                        

Sundays                                      

12 noon to 3.00pm  

HIGHLAND HOUSE       

AUSTRALIA                         

102 CAIRNS TCE,       CNR 

HAYWARD ST.                         

PO BOX 280 RED HILL 4059 

PH (07) 3369 4014  (07) 3369 

4644  FAX (07) 3217 5892  

mail@highlandhouse.com.au  

www.highlandhouse.com.au 

FREEMAN’S HIRE  

SERVICE                      
FOR FUNCTION AND PARTY 

HIRE                                                

(SUPPLIERS FOR TARTAN DAY)       

Unit 2/23 Dividend Street                            

Mansfield Qld 4122                                                                   

Ph 07 3343 4600   Fax 33495997              

Email: freehire@bigpond.net.au           
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Historic Ormiston House                                                                 

277 – 287  Wellington Street,  Ormiston      

4160                   CALENDAR         

Open for inspection and Devonshire Teas                                  

Sundays  -  12 noon to 4pm                                                           

Now  12 months of the year                                                            

Admission: Adults $5.00/Child $1.00                                             

Devonshire Teas $5:                                                             

Tea/Coffee Biscuits $3: Tea/Coffee $2: 

     Recognised as the birthplace of the Australian 

sugar Industry,  Historic Ormiston House  with its 

spacious grounds overlooking Moreton Bay is  re-

garded as one of the finest examples of colonial ar-

chitecture in       Queensland.  

Organize a picnic, enjoy a Devonshire Tea and inspect 

the  House which is a treasure trove of early Australi-

an history. A leisurely walk through the magnificent        

gardens with heritage trees and shrubs, many of 

which have been in place since the 1880’s, will de-

light visitors. 

For information, weekday Club, Coach or School tour 

bookings:                      Ph: 0457 675 137                                                                                                               

Ormiston House (07)  3286 1425                                                  

Redlands Visitor Info Centre 07 38210057                                   

Postal address PO Box 1091, Cleveland  4163                                                            

e-mail:  ormiston.house@bigpond.com 

‘Special Event Days’  House and grounds open 

10.30am to 4.00pm  

Beginners Scottish Gaelic Class 2014  

 

Location:  

Brisbane Square Library  

266 George Street  

Brisbane 4000  

Community Meeting Room (Ground Level).  

There are tea/coffee making facilities in the commu-
nity Room, just  bring along a tea/coffee bag. Some 
people find the parking expensive.  

To cut down on expense, some drive to a suitable 
train station and then  catch the train to Central Sta-
tion and walk up the Mall to the library.  

Contact: Diane Lingard (07) 3269 1761/0407 158 781  

or email: dianelingard@optusnet.com.au  

The classes are designed for people with no expo-
sure to the  

Gaelic who would like to be able to use some Gaelic 
phrases and make a little conversation in the lan-
guage.  

  

This is an initiative of the Scottish Gaelic Association 
of Australia  

SEE DATES AND TIMES TO RIGHT     → 

(4th Sunday of  

month)  

Sundays:  

25 May 2014,  

22 June 2014,  

27 July 2014,  

24 August 2014,  

28 September 2014,  

26 October 2014,  

23 November 2014, 

 and 21 December 2014.  

Beginners: 10:30am -12noon  

Continuing: 12:30pm - 2:00pm  

mailto:ormiston.house@bigpond.com
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There was an old lady of Tranent  
Whose nose was remarkably bent  

One day they supposed  
She followed her nose  

For no one knew which way she went. 

Scottish Limericks  

There was a young man from Larkhall  
Who went to a masquerade ball  
Dressed up as a tree,  
But he failed to foresee  
His abuse by the dogs in the hall  



9 BALMORAL CASTLE 

MAUCHLINE: BALLOCHMYLE VIADUCT 



DIARY DATES 2014                                                           

 

Sunday  18th May 2014 Australian Scottish Community  (Qld) 

Inc. Toowong Community Meeting Rooms,   Josling St, Too-

wong. Benson Rd end of Perrin Park, 12 mid-day BYO lunch. 

Meeting starts 1 pm.  Finishing time must be 3.00 pm.  

Apologies  3359 8195  

Sunday  15th June 2014 Australian Scottish Community  (Qld) 

Inc. Toowong Community Meeting Rooms,   Josling St, Too-

wong. Benson Rd end of Perrin Park, 12 mid-day BYO lunch. 

Meeting starts 1 pm.  Finishing time must be 3.00 pm.   

Apologies 3359 8195  

TARTAN DAY KING GEORGE SQUARE SATURDAY 5TH JULY 

2014 9am TO 4 PM 

Sunday  20th July 2014 Australian Scottish Community  (Qld) 

Inc. Toowong Community Meeting Rooms,   Josling St, Too-

wong. Benson Rd end of Perrin Park, 12 mid-day BYO lunch. 

Meeting starts 1 pm.  Finishing time must be 3.00 pm.   

Apologies 3359 8195  

Sunday  17th  August 2014 Australian Scottish Community  

(Qld) Inc. Toowong Community Meeting Rooms,   Josling St, 

Toowong. Benson Rd end of Perrin Park, 12 mid-day BYO 

lunch. Meeting starts 1 pm.  Finishing time must be 3.00 pm.   

Apologies 3359 8195  

 

 

 

 Our grateful thanks for the support of the   

 Brisbane City Council who have made 

       available King George Square for the  

   biggest free Scottish event in Australia  

Disclaimer  The Australian Scottish Community (Qld)  Inc Newsletter is 

produced for the information of the members of the association and 

kindred Scottish organisations.  It has been compiled with due care 

and in good faith from sources that are not necessarily the views of 

the executive and/or members of the Australian Scottish Community 

(Qld) Inc, and no  responsibility attaches to the association. 

Photocopying provided by the office of Norm Wyndham-   

Councillor, McDowall Ward                                                                    

Phone: 3403 7690  Fax: 3403 7693                                           

Email: mcdowall.ward@ecn.net.au 
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TOUCH OF TARTAN 

SKYLINE BUSINESS CENTRE 

UNIT 3/119 MURIEL AVENUE 

MOOROOKA QLD 4105 

PH: (07) 3255 9037 

FAX: (07) 3255 9036 

“RAISING THE STANDARD”                           

The Scottish & Celtic Magazine “The 

best and inexpensive way                                                     

to get your Message Across.”                                                    

Write to: ALBA Publications,                                                          

P.O. Box 8024, Wynnum North,  

4178                                      or Ph: 

(07) 3396 9025 


