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Sunday  20TH April 2014  NO AUSSIE-SCOT’S MEETING DUE TO EASTER 
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A FEW OF THE 158 SCOTTISH VC WINNERS UP TO AND INCLUDING 1996 

Piper Bill Millin Statue at 
Sword beach  



A LITTLE PIECE 

OF SCOTLAND 

RADIO 4EB ---- 98.1 FM             

2.15PM-4.30PM                        

THURSDAY AFTERNOON             
“NOW REACHING A WIDER LISTENING  AUDIENCE 

AND PLAYING REQUESTS” 

The Scottish Banner                              
The Largest Scottish Newspaper                                     

In the World outside Scotland                         

A’Bhratach Albanach                                                   

SEAN CAIRNEY, Australian Editor                                  

PO Box 6202 Marrickville South,                                         

NSW 2204 Australia                                                          

Ph: (+61) 02 9559 6348 M: 0405 123 672                      

Fax: (+61)  02 8079 6671                                                   

E: info@scottishbanner.com                                          

W: www.scottishbanner.com 

ST KILDA RETAIL AUSTRALIA.                                       

Karen Manger   Kilt Maker                                                  

166 Glebe Rd,    Booval Qld 4304                                       

Ph (07) 3282 0031  Mob: 0414 265 058                    

Web: www.allthingstartan.com.au                                 

Email: kiltmaker@bigpond.com.au 

TARTAN  DAY SPONSOR                                                              

Mobile 0418 151 508                                                                            

Real Estate BUSINESS SALES NETWORK                                      

Ian Campbell Business Broker                                                        

16 Horan Street , West End 4101                                                        

FAX (O7) 3846 1754  A/H (07) 3359 8195                                             

Email; broker@big.net.au                                                                  

Business sales, appraisals & listings 

Original & Only                                        

Official 

Scottish Terrier 

Mascots                    

In Australia 

Available for visits to   

Appropriate functions  

Contact 

Beril Murray 

Email:scottiedogmascots@aussie-scots.org.au 

Mob: 0408 874 634  

TARTAN DAY BAND  

“Scotch on the Rocks” 

Contact:  Brian Bisset  (07) 3298 6538 

                   Mob: 0412 572 040 

No. of Players :         Three 

Instruments: Keyboard, Accordion, Percussion and 

Vocals 
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Clan Donald Society of Queensland 

www.clandonaldqld.org  

clandonaldqld@optusnet.com.au  

Clan Fraser society of Australia 

www.clanfraser.org.au                                                  

e-mail: clanfraser@gmail.com 

Clan Lamont Society of Australia                                  
Web:     Clan Lamont Society of Australia 

Facebook :  Lamont Clan Society of Australia        

email:                           jjburden@westnet.com.au  

Clan Thompson  

Www.clanthompson.org 

Email: Ernestt481@optusnet.com.au  
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 Our theme will be the Scottish involvement in the Military 

———————————————————————————o———————————————————————————

The kilt versus trews  circa 1931 from David Niven’s (English born) book ‘The Moons a balloon’ 

When I sat for the final exams I discovered with pleasure mixed with surprise that they came quite easily to me and as I 

had also accumulated a very nice bonus of marks for being an Under-officer, my entry into the Argylls seemed purely a 

formality. Everything in the garden was beautiful – a fatal situation for me. 

Just before the end of term, all cadets who were graduating were given a War Office form to fill in: ‘Name in order of pref-

erence three regiments into which you desire to be commissioned.’ I wrote as follows: 

The Argyll and Sutherland Highlanders 

The Black Watch 

And then for some reason which i never fully understood, possibly because it was the only one of the six Highland Regi-

ments that wore trews instead of the kilt, I wrote, 

 Anything but the Highland Light Infantry. 

Somebody at the War Office was funnier than I was and I was promptly commissioned into the Highland Light Infantry. 

—————————————————————————-0———————————————————————————- 

Another Highland opinion of trews, 1942 by Neil McCallum  ‘Journey with a pistol’ 

We arrived at a battalion encamped near the airport at Daba. It was resting after Alamein and Rear Division had sent us as 

reinforcements. An officer mess tent had been erected and we were introduced to the officers of the battalion as they 

came in for tea. They received us with courteous smiles and frigid behaviour. The Commanding Officer greeted us exquis-

itely and distantly. We were not, it was enquired politely, commissioned into their regiment? We were not entitled to 

wear their badge? No, we replied, we were officers of other regiments, but Rear Division had sent us as reinforcements. 

They smiled again, silently, and their politeness became even colder. We were strangers to their particular tradition, for-

eigners who were not permitted to wear the tartan of their design. 

After tea we walked over the desert to where our bed-rolls were lying on the sand. There was a small bivouac nearby, in-

habited by the adjutant. We went there to make an issue of this regimental tradition which sneered at reinforcements 

whose cap badges did not carry the correct Gaelic motto. 

As we came near the tent we heard the adjutant speaking on the field telephone. “Hello, hello, is that Rear Div? Look here, 

about those officers you sent us. Yes, they’re here. But the Old Man says he made it perfectly clear that he has no use for 

people who are not commissioned into this regiment. He says he won’t keep them. They don’t even wear kilts but those 

tartan trouser things. Shall I send them back? No, quite definitely he doesn’t want them.”  

We walked away unobserved and sat on our bed-rolls. On the far side of the airport, with its smashed burned-out planes, 

there was a road on which transport was moving, bringing up the supplies of war. In the past few months Australians, 

Greeks, Canadians, South Africans, French, had been fighting together in this country. Yet we were now bumping against a 

clan system which had been nominally destroyed by Butcher Cumberland in 1746. We had discovered in a twentieth-

century Armageddon a Highland Lieutenant-Colonel, desperate for reinforcements to replace his killed and wounded offic-

ers, who would not allow Lowland Scots to fight beside him. And the half-colonel spoke with the accents of Mayfair. 
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The German ship ‘Emden’ after meeting the Glasgow built HMAS Sydney near the Cocos Islands 1914  

This one also is by David Niven when he was in “The Highland Light Infantry” in Malta 

‘Sixty’ Smith, who had become my friend and advisor, was ill in hospital. It had started  with sandfly fever, then complications and 

now he was much more sick than anybody realised. Pleurisy had set in and there was no question of him sailing home with the 

rest of us. I went to see him the day before we embarked on the troopship and was shocked by his appearance. 

‘Would you ask the Colonel a favour for me, sorr? Would ye ask if the battalion could march a wee bit oot the road on their way 

tae the Dock so I can hear the pipes for the last time—it’s nae far..aboot five minutes.’ 

I suddenly felt chilly in the warm little room. ‘What the hell are you talking about, Sixty?...hearing the pipes for the last time?’ 

‘Becos I’m gonna dee,’ Sixty replied quietly and I found it impossible to look into his clouded eyes.  

The Weasel was oddly sympathetic to the request and when he gave me the answer he told me the Colonel had added that he 

would like me to be with the old man when the troops passed the hospital the following day. 

It was late afternoon when they passed and the sun was golden on the church spires that Sixty could see from his bed. In the dis-

tance he could hear the swinging march ‘Wi’ a Hundred Pipers…’ and he asked me to prop him up in his bed. Nearer and nearer 

came the battalion and as he lifted his head to listen, he must have been thinking of a whole lifetime in the regiment he had 

joined as a boy. Just before the column reached the hospital, the tune changed to the regimental march—’Scotland the Brave’ - 

and tears of pride slid down his granite cheeks. He sat bolt upright till the last stirring notes faded away in the distance, then he 

slid down into his bed and turned his face to the wall.   

That night Sixty died. 
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Sharing a love of motorbikes, two nurses who set up their own illegal dressing  

station: Mairi Chisholm and Elsie Knocker 

Determined: Mairi Chisholm and Elsie Knocker set up their own illegal dressing station after having been discour-
aged by the number of men they were losing in the Flying Ambulance Corps in Belgium 

Mairi Chisholm was a Scottish motorbike fanatic whose penchant for hairpin turns won her an invitation to join the Fly-
ing Ambulance Corps in Belgium. She and her biker-friend Elsie Knocker joined forces and were soon doing vital war-
time work, ferrying wounded soldiers to a field hospital in Furnes.  Mairi was also tasked with taking mutilated corpses 
to the mortuary.  
Yet, discouraged by the number of men they were losing, Mairi and Elsie decided to leave the Corps.   
They found an abandoned cellar in Pervyse and set up their own illegal dressing station, just 100 yards from the 
trenches. With no affiliation to the Belgian Red Cross, they had to find their own supplies and support.  
Fortunately, Mairi and Elsie managed to be seconded to the Belgian troops stationed nearby.  
Together, they saved the lives of thousands of men on the Belgian Western Front - men who would have no doubt 
died on their way to the Corps hospital.  Mairi was awarded the Belgian Order. 

H.M.H.S. St MARGARET OF SCOTLAND  

The Great War hospital ship St Margaret of Scotland was an unusual hospital ship in that it was staffed by Scottish 
doctors, nurses and orderlies because the nation had raised £22,000 to equip her  

Copyright © Roll-of-Honour.com 2002-2014 
Email: rollofhonour@ntlworld.com  



The ‘SOUNDS of                        

SCOTLAND’and‘IRELAND’.                                                         

on THURSDAY evening                                                                  

Burnett River Radio 91.5FM                                                      

7pm to 9pm                                                                                  

Broadcasting to Gayndah and                                                       

the Central Burnett                                                  

Stn Ph (07) 4140 8915 

 HEATHER                       
MIXTURE                          

RADIO 99 FM                                                         

Lawrie Whitson                                                        

Sundays                                      
12 noon to 3.00pm  

HIGHLAND HOUSE       

AUSTRALIA                         

102 CAIRNS TCE,       CNR 

HAYWARD ST.                         

PO BOX 280 RED HILL 4059 

PH (07) 3369 4014  (07) 3369 

4644  FAX (07) 3217 5892  

mail@highlandhouse.com.au  

www.highlandhouse.com.au 

FREEMAN’S HIRE  

SERVICE                      
FOR FUNCTION AND PARTY 

HIRE                                                

(SUPPLIERS FOR TARTAN DAY)       

Unit 2/23 Dividend Street                            

Mansfield Qld 4122                                                                   

Ph 07 3343 4600   Fax 33495997              

Email: freehire@bigpond.net.au           
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Historic Ormiston House                                                                 

277 – 287  Wellington Street,  Ormiston      

4160                   CALENDAR         

Open for inspection and Devonshire Teas                                  

Sundays  -  12 noon to 4pm                                                           

Now  12 months of the year                                                            

Admission: Adults $5.00/Child $1.00                                             

Devonshire Teas $5:                                                             

Tea/Coffee Biscuits $3: Tea/Coffee $2: 

     Recognised as the birthplace of the Australian 

sugar Industry,  Historic Ormiston House  with its 

spacious grounds overlooking Moreton Bay is  re-

garded as one of the finest examples of colonial ar-

chitecture in       Queensland.  

Organize a picnic, enjoy a Devonshire Tea and inspect 

the  House which is a treasure trove of early Australi-

an history. A leisurely walk through the magnificent        

gardens with heritage trees and shrubs, many of 

which have been in place since the 1880’s, will de-

light visitors. 

For information, weekday Club, Coach or School tour 

bookings:                      Ph: 0457 675 137                                                                                                               

Ormiston House (07)  3286 1425                                                  

Redlands Visitor Info Centre 07 38210057                                   

Postal address PO Box 1091, Cleveland  4163                                                            

e-mail:  ormiston.house@bigpond.com 

‘Special Event Days’  House and grounds open 

10.30am to 4.00pm  

Beginners Scottish Gaelic Class 2014  

 

Location:  

Brisbane Square Library  

266 George Street  

Brisbane 4000  

Community Meeting Room (Ground Level).  

There are tea/coffee making facilities in the commu-
nity Room, just  bring along a tea/coffee bag. Some 
people find the parking expensive.  

To cut down on expense, some drive to a suitable 
train station and then  catch the train to Central Sta-
tion and walk up the Mall to the library.  

Contact: Diane Lingard (07) 3269 1761/0407 158 781  

or email: dianelingard@optusnet.com.au  

The classes are designed for people with no expo-
sure to the  

Gaelic who would like to be able to use some Gaelic 
phrases and make a little conversation in the lan-
guage.  

  

This is an initiative of the Scottish Gaelic Association 
of Australia  

SEE DATES AND TIMES TO RIGHT     → 

(4th Sunday of  

month)  

Sundays:  

23 February 2014,  

23 March 2014,  

27 April 2014,  

25 May 2014,  

22 June 2014,  

27 July 2014,  

24 August 2014,  

28 September 2014,  

26 October 2014,  

23 November 2014, 

 and 21 December 2014.  

Beginners: 10:30am -12noon  

Continuing: 12:30pm - 2:00pm  

Edith Cavell was a British nurse famous 
for treating countless soldiers, no 
matter their nationality, and helping as 
many as 200 Allied soldiers escape 
from German-occupied Belgium during 
World War One.  
She was sentenced to death and exe-
cuted by a 16-man German firing 
squad on October 12, 1915 
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COME AND JOIN US AT ORMISTON HOUSE 277 WELLINGTON ST. ORMISTON 

Leonard Heron 

(Allen George) 

  

Born 19th September 1945 - 
Died 1st February 

2014  Aged 68 years 

  

Buried  -  Tuesday 11th Feb-
ruary 2014   Pinnaroo Lawn 

Cemetery, Albany Creek, 

Brisbane. 

  

The Funeral Service was 
Conducted by Jonathon 

Heron (his Son) 



9 AULD BRIG-O-DOON AYR 

ARROCHAR & BEN LOMOND 



DIARY DATES 2014                                                           
NO MEETING IN APRIL DUE TO A  

CLASH WITH EASTER 
 

Sunday  16th March 2014 Australian Scottish Community  

(Qld) Inc. Toowong Community Meeting Rooms,   Josling St, 

Toowong. Benson Rd end of Perrin Park, 12 mid-day BYO 

lunch. Meeting starts 1 pm.  Finishing time must be 3.00 pm. 

Apologies  3359 8195  

Sunday 30th March 2014 Ormiston House Highland Celtic  

Celebration 11AM –4 PM full setup from 9AM 

Sunday  20TH April 2014  NO MEETING DUE TO EASTER 

Sunday  18th May 2014 Australian Scottish Community  (Qld) 

Inc. Toowong Community Meeting Rooms,   Josling St, Too-

wong. Benson Rd end of Perrin Park, 12 mid-day BYO lunch. 

Meeting starts 1 pm.  Finishing time must be 3.00 pm.  

Apologies  3359 8195  

Sunday  15th June 2014 Australian Scottish Community  (Qld) 

Inc. Toowong Community Meeting Rooms,   Josling St, Too-

wong. Benson Rd end of Perrin Park, 12 mid-day BYO lunch. 

Meeting starts 1 pm.  Finishing time must be 3.00 pm.   

Apologies 3359 8195  

 

 

 

 

 

 Our grateful thanks for the support of the   
 Brisbane City Council who have made 

       available King George Square for the  
   biggest free Scottish event in Australia  

Disclaimer  The Australian Scottish Community (Qld)  Inc Newsletter is 

produced for the information of the members of the association and 

kindred Scottish organisations.  It has been compiled with due care 

and in good faith from sources that are not necessarily the views of 

the executive and/or members of the Australian Scottish Community 

(Qld) Inc, and no  responsibility attaches to the association. 

Photocopying provided by the office of Norm Wyndham-   

Councillor, McDowall Ward                                                                    

Phone: 3403 7690  Fax: 3403 7693                                           

Email: mcdowall.ward@ecn.net.au 
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TOUCH OF TARTAN 

SKYLINE BUSINESS CENTRE 

UNIT 3/119 MURIEL AVENUE 

MOOROOKA QLD 4105 

PH: (07) 3255 9037 

FAX: (07) 3255 9036 

“RAISING THE STANDARD”                           

The Scottish & Celtic Magazine “The 

best and inexpensive way                                                     

to get your Message Across.”                                                    

Write to: ALBA Publications,                                                          

P.O. Box 8024, Wynnum North,  4178                                      

or Ph: (07) 3396 9025 

 


