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.PLEASE NOTE THAT DUE TO ONGOING REPAIRS TO THE COMMUNITY HALL  AFTER THE FLOODING 
WE WILL BE USING THE PICNIC AREA AT THE FRONT OF THE SEXTONS OFFICE AT TOOWONG CEME-
TERY  FOR THE NOVEMBER AND  PROBABLY JANUARY ONE AS WELL. FOR ROAD SAFETY REASONS 
ENTRY SHOULD BE FROM THE RICHER ST. ENTRANCE. 

 The words for  Santa  in Scotland are "Bodach na Nollaig" which comes from the Scottish 
Gaelic and translates directly into "Old Man of Christmas." This same type of phrase re-

ferring to a "Father Christmas" is used to refer to Santa throughout the world . 

Christmas has always been a rather controversial 
holiday in Scotland. The Church of Scotland, the 
Presbyterian Church, never really celebrated the 
holiday in the ways that we celebrate today. We 
do not mean that they did not recognize the birth 
of Christ ; we just mean that they did not have the 
pomp and circumstance associated with the day. 
In fact, people would get in trouble for celebrat-
ing. 

Preparing for Santa in Scotland 

Preparations for  Santa Claus' arrival are similar 
to those in the Australia. Children write out their 
letters and some send them to Santa Claus at the 
North Pole, while others send them over to the 
Santa Claus in Finland . In some countries, Santa 
makes an appearance on Christmas Eve, but in 
Scotland, he arrives on Christmas Day. 

The children leave out milk, mince pies, biscuits and stubbies and sometimes even whiskey for Bodach na Nollaig. 
Some of the children -as they do in the Australia -will also leave out a water for Bodach na Nollaig's reindeer. In 

the morning, the children receive large presents and sometimes small ones in stockings or pillow cases as well. 
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How Do You Say Santa in Scotland? 

A VERY MERRY CHRISTMAS TO ALL OUR MEMBERS AND FRIENDS AND A GREAT HOGMANAY. 

WE ALSO WISH OUR ABSENT FRIENDS WELL. FROM THE SAME OLD COMMITTEE AS LAST 

YEAR 

http://answers.yourdictionary.com/answers/language/how-to-say-santa-claus-in-different-languages.html
http://answers.yourdictionary.com/religion/when-was-jesus-born.html
http://answers.yourdictionary.com/religion/when-was-jesus-born.html
http://www.yourdictionary.com/answers/history/holidays/what-country-did-santa-claus-origina.html
http://www.yourdictionary.com/answers/history/holidays/what-does-santa-ride-on-in-finland.html
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Irn Bru! Just what I need to keep going Thatôs the last time I park the sleigh and go anywhere near the 

Turf Bar in Glasgow.   

I wonder where we are? Last thing I remember is 

Santa parking outside the Turf Bar in the Gorbals. 
Window shopping for MEN 

Christmas in Edinburgh Christmas in Glasgow 

Peebles 
Kilmardinny Loch 
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ST KILDA RETAIL AUSTRALIA. 

Karen Manger   Kilt Maker 

166 Glebe Rd,    Booval Qld 4304 

       Ph (07) 3282 0031  Mob: 0414 265 058 

Web: www.allthingstartan.com.au   

Email: kiltmaker@bigpond.com.au 

A LITTLE PIECE 

OF SCOTLAND 
 

RADIO 4EB ---- 98.1 FM 

2.15PM-4.30PM 

THURSDAY AFTERNOON 

 TARTAN DAY BAND      

ñScotch on the Rocksò 
 

Contact      :    Jim Ellis (07) 5496 4867   

   Mob: 0407167556 

No. of Players  :     Three 

Instruments      :     Keyboard, Accordion,  

   Percussion and Vocals 

Rates       :     Negotiable 

  

  
 

 
Original & Only official 

Scottish Terrier Mascots 

in Australia. 
Available for visits to 

appropriate functions. 

BERIL MURRAY                                                

Mobile 0408 874 634 

Historic Ormiston House 
 277 ð 287  Wellington Street,  Ormiston      4160 

CALENDAR       FOR        2012                
 Open for inspection and Devonshire Teas 

                    Sundays  -  12 noon to 4pm 

        Now  12 months of the year  

Admission: Adults $5.00/Child $1.00 
Devonshire Teas $5: Tea/Coffee Biscuits $3: Tea/Coffee $2: 

The Scottish Banner 
The Largest Scottish Newspaper 

In the World outside Scotland 

AôBhratach Albanach 

SEAN CAIRNEY, Australian Editor 

PO Box 6202 Marrickville South, 

NSW 2204 Australia 

Ph: (+61) 02 9559 6348 M: 0405 123 672 

F: (+61)  02 8079 6671 

E: info@scottishbanner.com 

W: www.scottishbanner.com 

TARTAN  DAY SPONSOR 

Mobile 0418 151 508 

Real Estate BUSINESS SALES NETWORK 

Ian Campbell Business Broker 

16 Horan Street , West End 4101 

FAX (O7) 3846 1754  A/H (07) 3359 8195 

 

Email; broker@big.net.au 

Business sales, appraisals & listings 

 

  

 

Recognised as the birthplace of the Australian sugar Industry, His-

toric Ormiston House  with its spacious grounds overlooking 

Moreton Bay is  regarded as one of the finest examples of colonial 

architecture in Queensland.  

óSpecial Event Daysô 

     House and grounds open 10.30am to 4.00pm  

Organize a picnic, enjoy a Devonshire Tea and inspect the  House 

which is a treasure trove of early Australian history. A leisurely 

walk through the magnificent gardens with heritage trees and 

shrubs, many of which have been in place since the 1880ôs, will de-

light visitors. 

April 22   Highland Celtic Celebration 

May 27    Porsche Club of Qld Concours 

June 24    Vintage Car Club of Queensland 

July 22     Rolls Royce Concours dòElegance  

Sept 30    

ORMISTON HOUSE  150  YEAR CELEBRATION  

CONCERT 

For information, weekday Club, Coach or School tour bookings: 

Ph: 0457 675 137 
Ormiston House (07)  3286 1425   Redlands Visitor Info Centre 07 38210057 

Postal address PO Box 1091, Cleveland  4163  

 e-mail:  ormiston.house@bigpond.com 

mailto:ormiston.house@bigpond.com
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DAME NELLIE MELBA           Australiaôs greatest female singer 
Dame Nellie Melba GBE (19 May 1861 ï 23 February 1931), born Helen "Nellie" Porter Mitch-

ell, was an Australian operatic soprano. She became one of the most famous singers of the late Victorian 

Era and the early 20th century. She was the first Australian to achieve international recognition as a 

classical musician. Nellie was born to David Mitchell who was born 16 Feb 1829 in Angus  and Isabel-

la Ann Dow b 12 Oct 1833 in Dundee .  Davidôs parents were William Mitchell b 1791 in Meathie, 

Angus  and Anne Fraser b 1804 in Perth Scotland. Isabellaôs parents were James Foot Dow b 1809 in 

Fife and Jane Taylor b 1812 Scotland.  

Melba studied singing in Melbourne and made a modest success in performances there. After a brief and unsuccessful marriage, she 

moved to Europe in search of a singing career. Failing to find engagements in London in 1886, she studied in Paris and soon made a 

great success there and in Brussels. Returning to London she quickly established herself as the leading lyric soprano at Covent Gar-

den from 1888. She soon achieved further success in Paris and elsewhere in Europe, and later at the Metropolitan Opera, New York, 

debuting there in 1893. Her repertoire was small; in her whole career she sang no more than 25 roles and was closely identified with 

only ten. She was known for her performances in French and Italian opera, but sang little German opera. 

During the First World War, Melba raised large sums for war charities. She returned to Australia frequently during the 20th century, 

singing in opera and concerts, and had a house built for her near Melbourne. She was active in the teaching of singing at 

the Melbourne Conservatorium. Melba continued to sing until the last months of her life and made a legendary number of "farewell" 

appearances. Her death, in Australia, was news across the English-speaking world, and her funeral was a major national event. 

Established as a leading star in Britain and America, Melba made her first return visit to Australia in 1902ï03 for a concert tour, also 

touring in New Zealand. The profits were unprecedented; she returned for four more tours during her career. In Britain, Melba cam-

paigned on behalf of Puccini's La Boh¯me. She had first sung the part of Mimi in 1899, having studied it with the composer. She 

argued strongly for further productions of the work in the face of the distaste expressed by the Covent Garden management at this 

"new and plebeian opera". She was vindicated by the public enthusiasm for the piece, which was bolstered in 1902 when Enrico Ca-

ruso joined her in the first of many Covent Garden performances together. She sang Mimi for Oscar Hammerstein I at his opera 

house in New York, in 1907, giving the enterprise a needed boost. After her initial successes in Brussels and Paris in the 1880s, Mel-

ba sang infrequently on the European continent; only the English-speaking countries welcomed her wholeheartedly. 

In 1909, Melba bought property at Coldstream, a small town near Melbourne, and around 1912 she had Coombe Cottage built. She 

also set up a music school in Richmond, which she later merged into the Melbourne Conservatorium. She was in Australia when the 

First World War broke out, and she threw herself into fund-raising for war charities, raising Ã100,000. In recognition of this, she was 

created a Dame Commander of the Order of the British Empire (DBE) in March 1918, "for services in organising patriotic work". 

She was given an elaborate funeral from Scots' Church, Melbourne, which her father had built and where as a teenager she had sung 

in the choir. The funeral motorcade was over a kilometre long, and her death made front-page headlines in Australia, the United 

Kingdom, New Zealand and Europe. Billboards in many countries said simply "Melba is dead". Part of the event was filmed for pos-

terity. Melba was buried in the cemetery at Lilydale, near Coldstream. Her headstone bears Mimi's farewell words: "Addio, senza 

rancor" (Farewell, without bitterness). 

FAMOUS AUSSIE-SCOTS 

ðððððððððððððððððððððððððð0ðððððððððððððððððððððððððð-- 

Some Christmas humour from Scotland 

 

For the ladies... 

 

According to the Alaska Department of Fish and Game, while both male and female reindeer grow antlers in the summer 

each year, male reindeer drop their antlers at the beginning of winter, usually late November to mid-December. 

Female reindeer retain their antlers till after they give birth in the spring. Therefore, according to EVERY historical rendi-

tion depicting Santa's reindeer, EVERY single one of them, from Rudolph to Blitzen, had to be a girl. 

We should have known... ONLY women would be able to drag a fat man in a red velvet suit all around the world in one 

 
In the weeks before Christmas the British ambassador in the USA received a phone call from the CBS 
TV station.  The CBS representative on the other end of the line thanked the ambassador for his prompt 
arrival at interviews etc., and for a generally good year.  The ambassador returned the thanks.  The 
CBS representative then asked the ambassador what he wanted for Christmas.  Thinking that it might 
be inappropriate for him to accept a gift, the ambassador said that he didn't think that it was a very good 
idea 

 

However, The CBS representative insisted, and in the end the ambassador said that he wanted a small box of crystal-
lised fruits. The CBS representative seemed a little puzzled at this answer, but they ended the conversation and the 
ambassador thought nothing more of it.  Later that month, on Boxing Day, the ambassador was sitting watching the 
news on TV with his family when he was treated to this item at the end: "Before Christmas, we asked three foreign 
ambassadors what they wanted for Christmas. The French ambassador said that he wanted world peace and an end 
to suffering, the German ambassador said that he wanted a cure for cancer, and the British ambassador said that he 
wanted a small box of crystallised fruits...." 
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PETER SMITH DAWSON Australiaôs greatest male singer 

FAMOUS AUSSIE-SCOTS 

Peter Smith Dawson (1882-1961), singer, was born on 31 January 1882 in Adelaide, youngest of 

nine children of Thomas Dawson, b Dysart ironworker and plumber, and his wife Alison, n®e Mil-

ler.  Thomas parents were James  Dawson and Agnes Blyth and his parents were Daniel Dawson 

and Isobel Bisset.  

Peter attended the East Adelaide Primary School and Pulteney Street Grammar School, and was 

then apprenticed to his father. His parents encouraged his appreciation of music, and when 8 he 

sang as a boy soprano at a social at the College Park Congregational Church, St Peters, and was 

later in the St Andrew's Presbyterian Church choir. When 17 he began taking singing lessons from 

C. J. Stevens and sang at concerts with the Adelaide Grand Orchestra. In 1900 he was a soloist in 

their performance of Handel's Messiah, was successful in several local contests, and won the bass 

For all his success as a concert singer, the gramophone record made Dawson's a household name in 

many countries; he was one of the first artists to have faith in the process. In 1904 he made a test 

record for the Edison Bell Phonograph Co., and later in the year began his fifty-year career for His 

Master's Voice which spanned recording techniques from the two-minute cylinder to the long-

playing disc and tape. His early record labels carried such pseudonyms as Frank Danby for light 

songs, Will Strong for music-hall ditties, and Hector Grant for Scottish songs. For Zonophone he 

used the names Arthur Walpole, Charles Hardy, Walter Wentworth and Robert Woodville.  

His eventual total was more than 13 million sales of some 3500 titles. He came to see recording as 

'the dominating success of his career'.  

 

Dawson composed many songs under such pseudonyms as J. P. McCall, Evelyn Byrd, Peter Allison, 

Denton Toms, Charles Weber, Arnold Flint, Gilbert Mundy, Geoffrey Baxter and Alison Miller.  

He set several of Rudyard Kipling's poems to music: Boots and Route Marching were among the most popular. In 1930-31 he 

topped the bill in variety at the London Palladium above many famous stars; it was often said that he could have been a professional 

comedian.  

Peter clowning in a 

parody of Sir Harry 

Lauder 

The gramophone was a major factor in the promotion and progression of Dawson's career. He made his first 78-rpm acoustic re-

cordings in 1904, and continued to release songs for EMI and HMV until 1958, by which time vinyl stereo LPs had been intro-

duced.   His first efforts were made for Edison-Bell on wax cylinders in 1904. After a few experimental run-throughs, record pro-

ducer Fred Gaisberg signed Dawson to an exclusive contract to cut discs for the Gramophone Company (the predecessor 

of HMV/EMI) in 1906; he continued, however, to record on cylinders for Edison until that company closed its London studios 

not long before World War I erupted. Dawson's standard repertoire rapidly became a mainstay of the HMV catalogue. It is worth 

noting that in addition to the HMV titles appearing under his own name, he recorded Scottish songs popularized by Harry 

Lauder under the pseudonym Hector Grant, for the sister Zonophone record label. 

In 1906, Dawson participated in the first series of partially complete Gilbert and Sullivan opera record-

ings, together with other studio recording artists. Beginning in 1919, he took part in an extensive series 

of musically complete recordings of Gilbert and Sullivan operettas with members of the D'Oyly Carte 

Opera Company, under the supervision of Rupert D'Oyly Carte, and conducted by HMV staff conduc-

tor George W. Byng. By 1920 he had achieved total record sales of five million discs. After the First 

World War, audio technology was improving, and he recut many of his more popular titles during the 

early 1920s. By the middle of that decade, his sales exceeded exceeded million? discs in total. With the 

introduction of electrical microphone recording in 1925, the core body of his work was committed once 

again to disc, including new Gilbert and Sullivan versions under Sir Malcolm Sargent. Dawson's electri-

cal recordings from the late 1920s and early 1930s had the longest shelf-life, and most households 

owned at least one. By the Second World War his record sales had topped the 12 million mark. He even 

recorded some stereo tracks in the 1950s. By the time Peter died he had achieved over 13 million record 

sales and 3500 individual titles. No one in the history of recorded music comes anywhere near to his   

                                          achievements. In modern parlance 13 million is 13 gold but of course 3500 individual recordings is  

                                          more important and no one today is going to get anywhere near that. Most of his music has now been  

                                          Digitally recorded on cds and is available now electronically. He would have loved to know his work is 

                                           still played, sought after and enjoyed by many people around the world. He is buried in Rookwood   

 Cemetery not far from a Glaswegian called Peter Dodds McCormick who wrote our National anthem first performed on Novem-

ber 30 1878 one hundred and twenty three years ago. It is fitting that the two are near each other as Peter recorded the finest  

rendition of our anthem in 1935.  

 

Peter Dodds McCormick 

Three samples of Peter Dawson on YOUTUBE 

just copy and paste 

Youtube videos 

 

http://youtu.be/W4WDrlagI-0 

http://youtu.be/dgBE9Zuqrgg 

http://youtu.be/ZWfKmlvxYyc 
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